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MEASURING AMERICA: 
Your Guide to Geographical 

Mobility/Migration 
Statistics 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the second powerpoint in the Measuring America series. Today we will take a look at Geographical Mobility and Migration statistics.

So, where is the population moving and what drives their relocation?
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Migration Highlights 
By Region: Least mobile:  

#1: Northeast (7.8%) 
#2: Midwest (11.0 %) 

By Race and Ethnic 
Group:  

Most Mobile : 
#1: Black (15.0 %) 
#2: Hispanics (13.9%) 

By Employment 
Status:  

Unemployed (18.9% moved)  
Employed (11.9%) 
Not in Labor Force (8.9%) 
 

By Poverty Status:  Below Poverty Threshold  (20.5%) 
Overall National Rate  (11.7 %) 

Reasons People 
Moved:  

#1 Housing Related (48.0%) 
#2 Family-Related (30.3),  
#3 Employment Related (19.4%) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some highlights of the population’s movements and what drives them.

About 16.8 million people lived in a different county in the U.S. a year earlier, with the most common county-to-county moves being from Los Angeles to San Bernardino, Calif. (41,764 people) and Los Angeles to Orange, Calif. (an estimated 40,764)
Top 20 flows of movers consisted of people moving among counties in the Miami, Detroit, Chicago, Phoenix, Dallas, Atlanta, Houston, New York and Baltimore metro areas.
Among all the nation’s counties, Maricopa, Ariz., gained movers from the largest collection of counties, as people moved there from 957 different ones. Likewise, Maricopa (which contains the city of Phoenix) also lost them to the largest number of counties (1,190). 
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Webinar Outline 

- Review mobility/migration highlights 
- Define mobility and migration 
- Look at how to access data 
- Describe collection methods 
- Check out data graphs and charts 
- Access through data tools 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outline what you plan to cover. It helps the audience to focus on your content.
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What is Geographic 
Mobility/Migration 

 Migration and geographic mobility both refer to 
the movement of people from one location to 
another.  

 
 Migration can be either domestic (movement 

within the United States) or international 
(movement between the United States and other 
countries) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is always good to explain or define how the Census Bureau refers to the topic and how it reports on the related data. So in this slide, I have defined what the Bureau sees as migration and mobility. Now let’s take a look at how we might access this information.

Whereas migration  typically refers to moves that cross a boundary, such as a county or state, mobility includes both short and long-distance moves





 NEW census.gov 

5 

www.census.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So to begin…

How do we begin to tell our story….

Begin by selecting the topic of interest and all related sub-topics…

Access your topic using the tabs at the top of the page. Select Topics…. 




Find Your Topic of Interest 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have now selected your topic of interest and all available datasets associated to your topic. You can begin by, selecting the “topics” tab from the top of the page and/or put your cursor over “topics” to see the list of topics for your selection.

Don’t forget about the other tabs available to assist in your search and navigation: geographies, locate various media using the library of resources, retrieve statistics using our data tools for access or extraction, learn about the Bureau programs and surveys, and find our latest releases through the newsroom.
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Topics/Sub-Topics 

 

Sub-Topics 
are 
available for 
selection 
from here 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the topics tab remember there will be a list of the more commonly requested topics. When you select your topic, you will note that you will have access to some of the related sub-topics that are available. They can be selected from this box or from the Population topic page.
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Migration/Geographic Mobility 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you select your topic, the topic page displays. From this page, you are able to access the latest news, publications and working papers related to your selected topic.

Each tab on the left leads you to additional resources on your topic. 

What are those other resources? How is that information collected? This information will be found using the left navigation filters.
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Click “About” for Dataset and 
Resources 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you click on “about” in this slide you get access to resources on domestic and international migration. These resources will be other programs and surveys and the datasets in which the information can be found. In some cases, you will access this information through a link that takes you straight to the data tool to obtain your information.
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Geographical Mobility: 
2012-2013 

 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/migration/data/
cps/cps2013.html 
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County-to-County Migration 

 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/migration/data/ac
s/county_to_county_mig_2006_to_2010.html 
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New Census Flows Mapper 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To help users understand and interact with these statistics, the Census Bureau has developed an online mapping tool called Census Flows Mapper. This application allows users to select a county in the U.S. and view the outbound, inbound and net migration flows for that county.  Additionally, users can choose flows based on characteristics such as age, sex, race or Hispanic origin. 
The application also allows users to download data, zoom in and out on the map to an area of interest, view additional statistics of the selected county and save their map as a PDF file.
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Counties in Florida  - Inbound 
with Income $75,000-$99,999 

 



Collection 
American 
Community Survey 
(ACS) 
 
• Surveys 3.5 million 

households 
 
• Monthly, year-round 
 
• Housing, financial, 

occupancy 
characteristics 
 
 

Current Population 
Survey (CPS) 
 
 
• Surveys 60,000 

households 
 
• Monthly, 4-8-4 

rotation 
 

• Includes labor force 
and related analysis 
such as: work 
activity, income,  and 
job tenure 

 

Survey of Income 
and Program 
Participation (SIPP) 
 
• Surveys nationally 

53,070 households 
 
• Revisits households 

four consecutive 
months, annually  
 

• Shows change in 
economic well-being 
and household 
dynamics over time 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the resources that you might find mobility and migration statistics. In previous Decennial census years, (occurs every 10 years ending in zero), migration data were derived from the census long form and now the American Community offers this data on residence at almost any geographical level. Data are available from 1940 to 2000 from the Decennial and now available through the ACS 1, 3 and 5 estimates and CPS as well as SIPP.

A set of precise concepts was developed in the late 1930s to address these various criticisms. The classification of an individual depended principally upon his or her actual activity within a designated period, that is, was the individual working, looking for work, or engaged in other activities? These concepts were adopted for the national sample survey of households, called the Monthly Report of Unemployment, initiated in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration.

The household survey was transferred to the Census Bureau in late 1942, and its name was changed to the Monthly Report on the Labor Force. The name was changed once more, in 1948, to the present Current Population Survey in order to reflect the survey's expanding role as a source for data on a wide variety of demographic, social, and economic characteristics of the population. In 1959, responsibility for analyzing and publishing the CPS labor force data was transferred to BLS; the Census Bureau continues to collect the data.
4 months on, out 8 months, on 4 months then out of the sample.

SIPP data show sample members lives at discrete points in time, as well as a history of changes in their economic circumstances and household relationships. Understanding the survey design, content, and procedures is key for analysts wishing to use SIPP data. Discussions of survey design, content, data editing and imputation procedures, sampling and nonsampling error, and weighting as well as linking SIPP files can be found using the sections below.



15 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p20-567.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a visual from the American Community Survey on the percent born in state of residence by state: 2010. Meaning that many tend to live in the state they were born.
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Movers by Type of Move 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p20-565.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a chart for movers by type of move. Whether they stayed in the same county, different county in the same state, different state or came from abroad.
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Mover Rate by Age 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p20-565.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interesting chart. Does this mean that the population ages 19-31 are on the move based on employment or education? You can not necessarily tell but it does make you wonder. There are busy points in the life course because several major events occur during these years college, employment, and marriage.

From 73 through 88 the upswing could it be the need to relocate, move in with family or assisted living?
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Track Trends Over Time 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p20-567.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here it appears that the population tends to move more within the same county than out of the county or state.



19 

Domestic Inmigration 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p20-567.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inmigration over time. Use timelines and trends whenever possible. Available at regional level through CPS.

Inmigrants are people who moved into an area during a 5-year period. 


 P20-567
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Domestic Outmigration 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/p20-567.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outmigration timeline from 1970 to 2010.

Outmigrants are people who moved out of an area over the same period. 
  The term out and in migration seem to be centered more around CPS and Decennial rather than ACS.
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Easy Stats  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Download your results in excel and create charts and graphs using the statistics.
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My Congressional District 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The My Congressional District tool allows you to access data from the ACS for residence by congressional district. Useful information when talking with congressional staff.
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Geographic Mobility by  
Census Tracts 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GEOGRAPHICAL MOBILITY IN THE PAST YEAR BY TENURE FOR CURRENT RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES�Universe: Population 1 year and over in households in the United States �2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

B07013 Residences who moved within the same county 

I chose this state specifically as it is a well known retirement state and no taxes.
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Hispanic or Latinos Who 
Moved From a Different State 
 

Mecklenburg 
County with 
3,716 

Wake 
County 
with 
3,870 

Cumberland 
County with 
2,970 

Onslow 
County 
with 3,213 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GEOGRAPHICAL MOBILITY IN THE PAST YEAR (HISPANIC OR LATINO) FOR CURRENT RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES�Universe: Hispanic or Latino population 1 year and over in the United States �2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
B07004I Hispanics who moved from a different state
In the past year, who moved from another state.
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21st Century Expectation: Anywhere, Anytime Access 

• 24/7 access to data 
• Easy Access 
• Timely 
• Relevant 

Meet users’ expectations: 
 http://www.census.gov/mobile/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many media available to access data for continuing your story. 

Get statistics at your fingertips. Customize your results using the many apps available.




• Uses American Community Survey Data from 
the US Census Bureau to match user 
preferences to thousands of places across 
the nation. 

  
• Displays statistics based on user preferences 

and also provides access to social 
characteristics table in AFF 

 
• Provides users the top 25 places matching 

their  preferences. Shows map view of top 
cities. 

 
• Users can share top matches through social 

networks (email, Facebook and Twitter) 
 
• Engages our audiences in new ways through 

relevant experiences 
 
• Increases usage of Census Bureau statistics 

 

 

dwellr Mobile App 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just another source to get you relevant data in a timely fashion. 

In 2013, we released the dwellr app to assist you in locating places of interest to visit, compare locations, or consider for relocation in retirement.

Uses American Community Survey Data from the US Census Bureau to match user preferences to thousands of places across the nation. 
Displays statistics based on user preferences and also provides access to social characteristics table in AFF
Provides users the top 25 places matching their  preferences. Shows map view of top cities.
Users can share top matches through social networks (email, Facebook and Twitter)
Engages our audiences in new ways through relevant experiences
Increases usage of Census Bureau statistics
�



Summary 

• Data come from 3 separate Census Bureau 
Surveys  

• Data cover different geographies – national to 
local 

• Topical page access to topic and related 
resources 

• Several tools available to access the statistics 
API, American FactFinder, and DataFerrett 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have reviewed how to access your topic of interest with related sources and topics to create a story from National to community level.
Discussed using multiple sources and tools by which to access the statistics
Use visuals to bring home your story. 

Discuss what was covered and open up discussion for:
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Upcoming Related Releases 

ACS 3-year Public Use Microdata Sample 
(PUMS) File 

February 6 

ACS County-to-County Migration  
& Census Flows Mapper 

February 6 

ACS Brief: Foreign Born under 35  February 11 
ACS 5-year PUMS  March 6 
Metropolitan/Micropolitan 
Counties and Puerto Rico Estimates 
 

March 27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the list of upcoming releases within this quarter.



Contact Information 

Customer Services Call Center 
1-800-923-8282 
ask.census.gov  

or 
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office 

clmso.training@census.gov 
301-763-4308 

 

25 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For this presentation I have included the call center and my contact information. When you create your slide presentation you would insert your contact information or whomever they might contact for assistance.

mailto:clmso.training@census.gov
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